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Date of notice of decision: 22 July 2019 
Summary of reasons for decision: 

The publication is deemed objectionable because it promotes and supports the sexual exploitation of 
children and the use of violence to compel participation in or submission to sexual activity. The 
publication is a highly sexualised image of a young boy and an older male, with aspects of bondage 
and discipline. There is no alternate reading of the image other than it is intended for the sexual 
arousal of those with a prurient interest in children. It supports and encourages the notion that 
children are legitimate subjects for adult sexual arousal. This classification interferes with the right to 
freedom of expression as provided by the New Zealand Bill of rights Act 1990. However, the 
classification is consistent with Parliament’s intention that publications falling under ss 3(2) (a) and 
s3(2)(b) of the FVPC Act are deemed objectionable. This is a reasonable limitation on the freedom 
of expression that reflects the concern of a free and democratic society to protect its young from 
exploitation and harm. 




